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Drug, Alcohol & Tobacco Education

Lesson Plan

	Year Group:
Year 8
	Lesson Number:
1

Lesson Heading:
Rules and Laws about Legal and 


Illegal Substances

	Learning Outcomes:

Pupils:

· Will have knowledge of some of the laws related to drugs and drug use

· Understand that the laws relating to drugs can change, and give an example



	Links:
This lesson contributes towards:

QCA Ref: 

2f,  2g, 4g

ECM:                        BH, SS, EWB

SEAL:                        1, 3, 4, 5



	Resources Required for Lesson:

Copies of Drugs & the Law Quiz Sheet 8.1

All activities taken from the ‘Understanding Drugs: Drug Education Pack for Schools – Key Stage 3’ – ref: 0305-2006BKT-EN

Copies of resource available to order from: www.teachernet.gov.uk/publications
Pupils Booklet ‘Understanding Drugs’ ref: 0418-2006LEF-EN

One copy per pupil can be ordered, up to 500 leaflets per school

	Main Activities:

Drugs and the Law:

· Do you have any rules within your family?  Why?

· Do you have any (unsaid) rules between your friends?  Why

· Why do we have laws in general?

· Do you know about the school policy on drugs?  What does it say?

Write responses on a board or flip chart.  If time allows explore them further.

Next ask:

· What do you know about laws regarding drugs?

Discuss these ideas.  Relate the ideas about rules and laws in general to the specific context of rules and laws governing the use and misuse of drugs.  You could highlight any stories that have recently been publicised in the press or on TV.

Discuss with pupils their views of and attitudes to the laws relating to drugs – including tobacco and alcohol:

· Why are they there?

· To protect themselves?  Other people?

· What other reasons could there be?

(A good discussion point is that parents can legally give their children alcohol from the age of 5 years – do pupils feel that this law should be reviewed in light of their previous discussion, and if so, what do they feel the law should be changed to?)

Ask pupils to prepare a list of questions to be shared between them, about rules, policies and the law:

· The drug classification system – why is it there, what is reflects, what changes there have been and what they mean (cannabis has been reclassified from Class C to Class B, due to concerns about it’s harmful effects on mental health)

· What the penalties are or should be for possession, supply or smuggling.

Drugs & the Law Quiz

· See worksheet resource 8.1 ‘Drugs & The Law Quiz’

· Use the quiz sheet to organise a classroom quiz.  After the quiz bring the class back together.  Write team names across the board/flip chart and put question number vertically down the side

· Go through the quiz sheet, record the score for each team




